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Background Research

Deforestation is the process that changes an original tree cover through clearing huge scale of Earth’s forest, infrequent fires and thinning the forest. Forests cover 30% of the world’s land area. The aim of deforestation is to create more land for housing and to collect timber for commercial purposes and therefore cutting and burning of forest leaves the land barren. According to Achard & Hansen (2012), deforestation occurs through two common methods namely the clear-cutting and burning. The clear-cutting occurs when a large area of forest is cut down all at once. Whereas burning occurs rapidly or gradually with a slash and burns technique. This technique is widely used for agriculture where trees are cut down, burnt and crops cultivated on this land. The ashes from burnt tree provide nutrients to the plants however when the soil loses its fertility and weed begin to grow, the farmers move to the next area and repeat the same procedure again. The forests are an important ecosystem that affects nearly every species on the planet therefore when destroyed it causes devastation. In addition, deforestation is a growing problem in many countries. 

Deforestation contributes to global climate changes via a release of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere. Trees store huge amounts of carbon but when they are dead they release the stored carbon. Carbon dioxide is the most predominant greenhouse gas. Additionally, deforestation has decreased water vapor flow which can cause the change in weather patterns (Seymour & Busch, 2016). Hence, soil erosion is a result of deforestation since the roots of the tree anchor the soil. Without these trees, the soil is washed away or blown by the wind.


There are debates on deforestation where one group believe that deforestation is a growing issue and needs to be addressed to elude environmental havoc and halt development project that requires clearing the forest (Kewlani, 2012). On the contrary, the other side suggests that deforestation is a natural thing and complications linked with it will work themselves out. Furthermore, not all deforestation is deliberate for instance wildfires.

Human activities such as the use of palm vegetable oil and use of wood to heat up the fireplace contribute to deforestation. Forests have been cleared to create land for livestock grazing. This is done to meet human demands for meats. Consequently, use of papers during printing is another factor to deforestation.
Hypothesis


Deforestation is the major cause of global climate change. Secondly, deforestation results in loss of soils fertility and soil erosion.

Data and Findings
	Years 
	1990
	2000
	2010

	World forests coverage in million Hectares
	4168
	4085
	4033


	years
	1990-2000
	2000-2010

	Forest area in million hectares under deforestation
	83 
	52


Discussion

Forest coverage is about 31% of Earth’s total surface. Furthermore, forest coverage area has been decreasing over the years. For instance, in many developing countries, trees are cut down for domestic energy generation. In particular, Haiti claimed to have only 2% of forest coverage in 2006 from 60% of forest area in 1923. As long as trees are cut down for the commercial purpose there will be a rise in greenhouse gases concentration causing climatic changes. Soil erosion, draughts and damaged freshwater sources are products of deforestation. Some species have become extinct since their habitats have been destroyed due to deforestation (Achard & Hansen, 2012). Urbanization continues despite the decreased forest area hence a high buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere causing global warming and as a result, rises in the seabed and melting of the glaciers. Furthermore, most lands where deforestation occurred have been urbanized and hence the reduced forest area.
Recommendations

The first recommendation is to make well-set indicators of the boundaries and residents of the forest extending their lands to the forests should be held accountable. Secondly, occasional public awareness and participation during reforestation campaigns should be encouraged. Additionally, discourage the burning of charcoal as a domestic energy source especially in developing nations. Lastly, when shopping always switch to recycled products since most do not originate from the forests.

In conclusion, trees are very useful in our environment by reducing the amount of carbon by storing it, preventing erosion and home to wildlife, therefore, they should be conserved. People involved in the illegal cutting of trees should be punished by the law. Reforestation is a way of eradicating deforestation but it cannot help in extinction brought by deforestation (Kewlani, 2012). Continued planting of trees will turn this planet into a green and cleaner world.
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